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UNIT 53 Modals: Shall / Should
Shall and 

A
Shall
Shall I / Shall we + base form of verb

It is used to:
• 

‘Shall I take a bus?’ ‘Yes, a number 32.’
‘What shall I buy?’ ‘Get some cheese.’

• 

‘Are you cold? Shall I get you a pullover?’ ‘No, thanks. I’m all right.’
‘Shall I close the door?’ ‘Yes, please do.’

• 

‘Where shall we go tonight?’ ‘Let’s go to the pub.’

In the previous examples, it is also possible to use 

Should I take a bus? / What should I buy? / Should I close the door? / Where should we go tonight?
B

 (all forms)

Should I / you / he / she / it / we / they…? Shouldn’t I / you / he / she / it / we / they…?

It is used to:
• give or ask for advice.

You shouldn’t drink alcohol. It’s bad for your health.
‘Should I go for it?’ ‘Yes, I think you should.’

• say what you believe is the right thing to do.

We should recycle glass and paper and we shouldn’t waste water or electricity.

• 

Look at the map. It shouldn’t be far.

In formal English,  can also be used in that
 and a few others.

They insisted (that) I should have dinner with them.
I suggest (that) we should cook something light.
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EXERCISES 
Modal: Shall / Should UNIT 53

Use Shall I / we…?
1 I’ll take my umbrella when I go to school ………………………………………………….
2 I’ll catch the bus if they clear the now. ………………………………………………….
3 We’ll come if it doesn’t rain. ………………………………………………….
4 I’ll buy some winter clothes tomorrow. ………………………………………………….
5 We’ll go to the beach if the weather changes. ………………………………………………….
6 I’ll bring you some boots for when it snows. ………………………………………………….

shall I or we
Where     When     What     Which     How     Who

1 (I) ……………………………………………………………………………………
You can bring some juice and biscuits to the party.

2 (we) ……………………………………………………………………………………
You can get there at three o’clock.

3 (I) ……………………………………………………………………………………
Wear the woollen coat, not the raincoat.

4 (we) ……………………………………………………………………………………
You can take the 29 bus to get to my house.

5 (I) ……………………………………………………………………………………
You can ask Peter to go to the dance with you.

6 (we) ……………………………………………………………………………………
You can meet me in front of the cinema.

should.
1 I – party – wear – to – What – the – should – ?

……………………………………………………………………………………
2 we – problem – When – about – the – tell – should – him – ?

……………………………………………………………………………………
3 us – we – our – bring – clothes – with – sports – Should – ?

……………………………………………………………………………………
4 when – What – say – I – I – him – meet – should – ?

……………………………………………………………………………………
5 the – lend – ask – Should – her – I – money – to – me – ?

……………………………………………………………………………………
6 you – were – for – wait – if – Where – rains – should – it – ?

……………………………………………………………………………………

should / shouldn’t.
1 Mick / smoke (advice) …………………………………………………………….
2 Linda / get to work late (advice) …………………………………………………………….
3 Jimmy / take more exercise (advice) …………………………………………………………….
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